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take place, the facts caught up with
the legislation. The Congressional

Budget Office determined that 24 mil-
lion Americans would lose their health
coverage, that the Medicare trust fund
would be weakened because of the raid
on the trust fund by reducing a Medi-
care tax surcharge for millionaires; and
it would reduce the solvency of the
Medicare trust fund by 4 years, a pro-
gram that is revered and probably the
most popular insurance program in
America in which, again, collection of
healthcare stakeholders from all across
the country, the American Hospital As-
sociation, the nurses, the doctors, the
March of Dimes all came out univer-
sally opposing this measure.

And finally, the Quinnipiac poll
showed what the American public
thought of this bill. They came out
with a poll that showed only 17 percent
support in the American public for the
Republican healthcare bill. Again, the
Quinnipiac poll comes from my State,
the State of Connecticut, and was very
supportive and friendly in terms of its
polling data in terms of the Trump
campaign last year, so it is certainly
not a partisan poll.

So why are we revisiting a measure
which was so universally denounced
and despised? Well, there has been a
new amendment that has been offered
in an attempt, again, within the con-
fines of the Republican majority, to try
and win votes to pass this bill this
week.

Again, they have a majority with
roughly 240 seats. They need only 216,
and that is really what has been the
focus of the majority leader in terms of
trying to line up a vote this week.

The amendment, the so-called Mac-
Arthur amendment, again, revisits
some of the issues, which, again, some
of the more conservative members of
the Freedom Caucus were complaining
about, and what it proposes to do is ba-
sically give States the ability to wipe
out essential health benefits—in other
words, the basic patient protections
that were built into the health insur-
ance law 8 years ago.
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It does nothing in terms of trying to
ameliorate the impact of the Medicaid
cuts, which is the program for low-in-
come and working Americans, which
the ACA expanded and has done great
work in terms of reducing the ranks of
the uninsured. That is the measure
which we now have before us this week.

Well, once again, the stakeholders
who have to live with this have
weighed in with their thoughts. This is
what the American Hospital Associa-
tion said:

“The amendment proposed this week
would dramatically worsen the bill.”

Again, it is a bill that was so unpopu-
lar, poorly drafted, and not ready for
prime time that the Speaker pulled it
from a vote on March 24.

The American Hospital Association,
which is the largest trade association
for hospitals in America—they rep-
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resent thousands of hospitals—have
said that, in fact, this makes it even
worse.

By weakening the essential health
benefits—and I come from Connecticut.
We know a little bit about insurance in
that State. What we know is, if insur-
ance companies can redesign
healthcare plans, the essential health
benefits will be the first to go. The
ones that will be the first to go will be
maternity care, behavioral health, and
emergency coverage because those are
the most expensive items that are in-
cluded within the health insurance
plan. I would say, well, that is true. On
the other hand, those are the essential
benefits that families need.

Look at what has happened since the
Affordable Care Act passed in 2007 to
infant mortality, for example: because
of the Medicaid coverage, 57 percent of
the live births in America are now
women—and particularly young
women—who get the benefit of Med-
icaid coverage. So they get prenatal
care. They get the help that they need
to make sure that a healthy delivery
occurs. That is why infant mortality
rates have been coming down in this
country since the Affordable Care Act
passed.

To allow States to eliminate or give
insurance companies the ability to
eliminate maternity care, again, is just
going exactly in the opposite direction.
A goal all Americans support is to re-
duce infant mortality and to promote
healthy live births.

The American Hospital Association
was joined by the American Medical
Association, which is the largest trade
group which represents physicians all
across the country, and came out
against the bill.

America should listen. The people in
Congress should listen. We should not
take up this bill. It is time for a true
bipartisan process to improve Amer-
ica’s healthcare bill.

Let’s not vote on this this week.
Let’s listen to the American people.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 17
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WEBER of Texas) at 2 p.m.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

We give You thanks, O God, for giv-
ing us another day.

We ask Your blessing upon this as-
sembly and upon all to whom the au-
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thority of government is given. Help
them to meet their responsibilities
during these days, to attend to the im-
mediate needs and concerns of the mo-
ment, enlightened by Your eternal
spirit.

We thank You for Your gifts of pa-
tience and perseverance that have led
to agreements on the funding of gov-
ernment. It is difficult work calling for
true leadership. Continue to bless those
Members who continue to work toward
solutions that redound to the benefit of
our Nation.

Please send Your spirit of peace upon
those areas of our world where con-
flicts continue and threaten to break
out. May all Your children learn to live
in peace.

And may all that is done within the
people’s House be for Your greater
honor and glory.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——

APPRECIATING CAPTAIN TAYLOR
FORCE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, Captain Taylor Force of
South Carolina was a graduate of West
Point, a veteran who had served in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq, and he was an MBA
candidate at Vanderbilt University
when he was, at random, stabbed to
death by a Palestinian terrorist in
March of 2016 as he innocently departed
from a bus as a tourist in Israel. He
was only 28 years old.

His merciless murder at the hands of
Palestinian terrorists is even more
gruesome because of the Palestinian
Authority program of paying out hun-
dreds of millions of dollars to terrorists
and their families in support of mass
murder.

I am grateful to support the Taylor
Force Act, legislation that restricts all
aid from the Palestinian Authority
until the Secretary of State confirms
they do not provide financial rewards
for terrorists in their murderous ac-
tivities. I appreciate the leadership of
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